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Introduction

•What is Federalism?

•Content:

• Federalism as a legal principle recognizing territorial diversity 
(Baldi, 1999).

• Historical context and the balance between centralization vs. 
autonomy, nationalism vs. regionalism (Melo, 2004).



• Fiscal Federalism in Argentina

•Content:

• Focus on the allocation of fiscal responsibilities and resources.

• The historical inequality and concentration of wealth in certain provinces.

• Importance of intergovernmental relations and fiscal coordination (Porto, 
2004).

• The role and challenges of local governments



Methodology

• Explanatory research design with a qualitative approach.

• Analysis of fiscal arrangements and intergovernmental fiscal policies in Argentina.

• Review of key constitutional articles (Article 75 and Law 23,548) regulating tax powers 
and resource distribution.



Results

 Fiscal Distribution Overview

• The asymmetrical distribution of tax powers in Argentina.

• National government controls 90% of resources, provinces receive 54.66%.

• The dependency of provinces on federal resources (MECON, 2022).



 Regional Asymmetries

• Disparities between provinces in wealth generation and fiscal sustainability.

• Buenos Aires and a few other provinces dominate population and fiscal resources.

• The lack of municipal fiscal autonomy and its consequences (Rezzoagli, 2011).



Challenges and Inequities

• Vertical fiscal imbalances and their impact on local governance.

• Inefficiencies in the revenue-sharing system and political favoritism.

• Need for fiscal responsibility and public policy reform (Cao, 2021).



Conclusions

 Fiscal federalism is essential for equitable resource distribution.

 Reforms are needed to address regional inequalities and strengthen local governments.

 Moving towards a coordinated federalism model for better governance and regional 
development.



References

ASENSIO, M. A. (2000) Fiscal Federalism: Foundations, Comparative Analysis, and the Argentine Case, Ciudad Argentina Publishing House.

BOTANA, N. (2021) Federalism: An Argentine Problem, in Research and Essays of the National Academy of History of the Argentine Republic, vol. 72, available at

file:///C:/Users/lrezz/Downloads/gfernandez,+IyE72_art04%20(1).pdf

CAO, H. (2021); The Federal Dimension of State Management in Argentina, conference at INAP, available at www.youtube.com/watch?v=wtRb38Mge-o&t=1778s

LÓPEZ ACCOTTO, A and MACCHIOLI, M. (eds.). (2015): The structure of municipal revenue in Argentina: scope, limitations, and challenges. Editorial UNGS. Available

at https://repositorio.ungs.edu.ar/handle/UNGS/249

MECON (2022): Municipal Public Sector, available at https://www.economia.gob.ar/dnap/municipios.html

PORTO, A. (2004) Regional Disparities and Fiscal Federalism, National University of La Plata.

REZZOAGLI, L. (2011) Regional Asymmetries and Fiscal Federalism: A Legal-Financial Institutional Approach to the Argentine Case, DAAPGE (17), pp. 113 – 131.

REZZOAGLI, L. and GAMBERG, G. (2015), “Inequality, joint participation, and (re)distributive challenges in the Argentine Republic”, ECORFAN Journal-Mexico,

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/305711135_Inequality_joint_participation_and_re_distributive_challenges_in_the_Argentina_Republic

OATES, W. (2005): Toward A Second-Generation Theory of Fiscal Federalism," International Tax and Public Finance, Springer; International Institute of Public Finance,

vol. 12 (4), pp. 349-373.

file:///C:/Users/lrezz/Downloads/gfernandez,+IyE72_art04 (1).pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wtRb38Mge-o&t=1778s
https://repositorio.ungs.edu.ar/handle/UNGS/249
https://www.economia.gob.ar/dnap/municipios.html
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/305711135_Inequality_joint_participation_and_re_distributive_challenges_in_the_Argentina_Republic


© 2016 Rights Reserved | RINOE-Mexico, S.C (RINOE® - Mexico – Bolivia – Cameroon – Spain – Peru – Taiwan - Western Sahara)

RINOE®

© RINOE-Mexico

No part of this document covered by the Federal Copyright Law may be reproduced, transmitted or used in any form or medium, whether graphic, electronic or mechanical, including but

not limited to the following: Citations in articles and comments Bibliographical, compilation of radio or electronic journalistic data. For the effects of articles 13, 162,163 fraction I, 164 fraction I, 168, 169,209

fraction III and other relative of the Federal Law of Copyright. Violations: Be forced to prosecute under Mexican copyright law. The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, in this

publication do not imply, uniformly in the absence of a specific statement, that such names are exempt from the relevant protector in laws and regulations of Mexico and therefore free for General use of the

international scientific community. BECORFAN is part of the media of RINOE-Mexico., E: 94-443.F: 008- (www.rinoe.org/booklets)


